11.   CHAPTER X

complete unit by itself, a sort of a residential university
centre, with free lodging and boarding for the taught in
many cases. Talagunda is one of the earliest Agraharas that
we know of, that comes under this category. Balligame is
that type of Agrahara which grew into a town and developed
into an important centre of culture. The subjects taught in
an Agrahara were Veda, Vedanta, Purana, Smrti, Darsana,
Language, Literature, Poetics, Dramaturgy and the other
fine arts. There was great scope for specialisation and un-
erring erudition. Great value was attached to retentiveness,
ready wit and powers of debate and elocution in this system
of education. " It must also be noted that the Agraharas
sometimes contained Mathas of Jainas and Buddhists. It is
pleasant to relate that in spite of the religious differences
that divided the inhabitants of the Agraharas, there existed
perfect amity and good-will among them 'V All the same,
the Agrahara along with Brahmapuri and Gbatikawasa
predominantly Brahmin institution. The Jaina and Satva
centres of education grew up in the Bastis and Mathas,
spread all over the Kannada country, having about the same
curriculum as that of the Agraharas,* They naturally devo-
ted themselves more to their religious studies along with a
general education in Sanskrit or Kannacla; but their charac-
teristic contribution lies in the building up of a department
of Kannada studies and the elevation of Kannada to a.stan-
dard., equal to that of Sanskrit in literature, poetics and
secular sciences. The production of scientific, literary and
exegetical works in Kannada and the dissemination of know-
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